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Topic:

ALTARS

BibleText:Revelations16:7

Teacher:AdewuyiS.Oluwatobi

Prayer

GraciousFatherofLightwethankYouforaprivilegelikethistobeinYourpresence,as
weareaboutgoingintoYourword,wepraythatYou'dopenourunderstandingto
receivingfrom YouandthatourliveswillbetransformedtoYourglory.Amen!

ThanksverymuchSisterKuchereraKudzai.I'm gladtobeinthemidstofpowerful
womenofGodwhoarevesselsuntohonour.PraiseGod!Iwouldbebriefasmuchas
possibleandIhopethatwewouldallbeblessedtonight.Amen.

Study

ThetopicbeforeustodayisAltars...Thatwordonit'sownispowerfulbecauseit's
Spiritualaswellasphysical.IhavebeensearchingthroughtheHolySpiritfordaysnow
toknowwhattosaytonightbutstartedgettingsomethingsjustthisafternoon,thatis
whyIwouldlikeeveryonetobesensitivetothemoveoftheHolyGhosttonightbecause
HeistheOnethatwantstospeaktousnotme.

GlorytoGod.!

PleasecanwequicklyturnourbibleswithmetothebookofRevelations16:7Iwantus
toreadfrom threedifferentversionsofthescripturesforbetterunderstanding.

Revelation16:7KJV

AndIheardanotheroutofthealtarsay,Evenso,LordGodAlmighty,trueandrighteous
arethyjudgments.

Revelation16:7AMP

And[from]thealtarIheard[the]cry,Yes,LordGodtheOmnipotent,Yourjudgments
(sentences,decisions)aretrueandjustandrighteous![Ps.119:137.]

Revelation16:7ESV

And Iheard thealtarsaying,Yes,Lord God theAlmighty,trueand justareyour
judgments!

WearetalkingaboutAltars

Thewordaltarappearsmorethan400timesinthescripturesandit'sforsimilar
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purposes.Thereisnohow wewouldbetalkingaboutanaltarandnottalkabout
sacrifices.

Whatisanaltar?

Analtarisanystructureuponwhichofferingssuchassacrificesaremadeforreligious
purposes.Itwasusuallyaraisedplatform withaflatsurface.

IntheOldTestamentthewordaltarisnotanew onebecauseoftheprocessof
atonementofsinsthatwasusedthen,weknow thatmostthingsthathappenedin
termsofsacrificesintheOldTestamentweretheantitypeofwhatwastohappeninthe
NewTestament.

ThewordaltarisfirstusedinGenesis8:20AndNoahbuiltanALTARtotheLordand
tookofeveryclean[four-footed]animalandofeverycleanfowlorbirdandofferedburnt
offeringsontheALTAR.whenNoahbuiltanALTARtotheLordafterleavingtheark.
herewesaw thatNoahraisedanaltarasaplatform toshow appreciationtoGodfor
sparing him andhisfamilyfrom theflood.However,theideawaspresentasearlyas
Genesis4:3–4whenCainandAbelbroughttheirsacrificestotheLord,theymostlikely
presentedtheirofferingsonsometypeofaltareventhoughthewordaltarisnotusedin
thatpassage.

Issomeonestillwithmeplease?

BeforetheLaw,Altarshadbeenexisting,italwaysrepresentedaplaceofconsecration.
ItwasoftenbuilttocommemorateanencounterwithGodthathadaprofoundimpact
uponsomeone.

Someofthosewhobuiltaltarswere:

Abram (Genesis12:7)

Isaac(Genesis26:24–25)

Jacob(Genesis35:3)

David(1Chronicles21:26),

Gideon(Judges6:24).

ThesepeoplebuiltaltarsandworshipedafterhavingauniqueencounterwithGod.

Lookingatthesesetofmenwhobuiltaltarswecouldseethattheyweregreatmen
duringtheirtimeandhadseriesofencounterswithGod.Thistellsusthatthereare
mysteriesbehindraisingupanAltar.Unfortunately,therewasnorecordofanyfemale
whoraisedupanAltarintheOldTestamentbutitisnowpossiblepraiseGod!Giving
bothgendersdirectaccesstoGod,allarenowprivilegedthroughgrace,everyoneofus
canraiseSpiritualaltarstoGod.Let'squicklylookathowanaltarwasraisedbyJacob.
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Genesis35:1KJV

AndGodsaiduntoJacob,Arise,gouptoBeth-el,anddwellthere:andmaketherean
altaruntoGod,thatappeareduntotheewhenthoufleddestfrom thefaceofEsauthy
brother.ItwastheLord'scommandtoJacobtobuildanaltartoHim atBethel,thistells
usthatbuildinganaltartoGodisinaccordancetoHiswill,itisnotalientoHim.
Genesis35:2-3KJVThenJacobsaiduntohishousehold,andtoallthatwerewithhim,
Putawaythestrangegodsthatareamongyou,andbeclean,andchangeyourgarments:
[3]Andletusarise,andgouptoBeth-el;andIwillmakethereanaltaruntoGod,who
answeredmeinthedayofmydistress,andwaswithmeinthewaywhichIwent.After
Jacobreceivedtheinstructiontobuildanaltar,thenextdecisionhetookwastosee
thathisfamilywereinrightstandingwithGodbynotservingidolsandarealsoclean
bothinwardlyandoutwardly,whenone'sheartisconnectedtoanidol,suchperson's
heartisuncleanbeforeGod,sohetoldthem todisengagethemselvesfrom idolsandbe
clean,thenchangetheirgarments.Thisisanactofconsecrationfrom pollutedthings.
WhichmeansthatwhenwewantmakeanaltartoGodwemustmakeconsciousefforts
togetseparatedfrom defilingandpollutedthings,wemustbeHoly.Genesis35:4-5KJV
AndtheygaveuntoJacoballthestrangegodswhichwereintheirhand,andalltheir
earringswhichwereintheirears;andJacobhidthem undertheoakwhichwasby
Shechem.[5]Andtheyjourneyed:andtheterrorofGodwasuponthecitiesthatwere
roundaboutthem,andtheydidnotpursueafterthesonsofJacob.

Jacobcalledforapurificationandtheyactedpromptly,evenwithouttellingthem which
iswhich,theyknewthethingsthatweredefiling,theygaveJacoballthestrangegods,
wehavetoobservethiscarefully,theygaveall,whichmeansforanyonewhowantsto
makeanaltartotheLord,suchapersonmustdoawaywithallthestrangegodsofhis
father'sandmother'shouse,youmustbreakyourselftotallyfrom theirlinksthrough
prayersandbygettingridofthem justlikewhatthenewlyconvertedpeopleatEphesus
did.Acts19:19KJVManyofthem alsowhichusedcuriousartsbroughttheirbooks
together,andburnedthem beforeallmen:andtheycountedthepriceofthem,and
founditfiftythousandpiecesofsilver.Sobeforeanacceptablealtarcanbebuilttheold
altarsmustbepulleddown.SoweknowthatwhatthepeoplewhofollowedJacobalso
didwastoremovetheirearringswhichwereintheirears,Jacobsimplysaidputaway
strangegodsandbecleanandtheytookthatstepwhichmeansthattheyrecognised
earringsaspartofwhathasmadethem unclean,thatis,asaman/womanremovingour
earringsasweconsecrateourselvestoGodisveryimportantastheydefileusbefore
God.NowonderHosea2:13KJVsaysAndIwillvisituponherthedaysofBaalim,
whereinsheburnedincensetothem,andshedeckedherselfwithherearringsandher
jewels,andshewentafterherlovers,andforgatme,saiththeLord.TheLordwantsto
visitherwithpunishmentjustfordefilingherselfwiththesethings.Thoseuseof
jewelriesmakesoneimpureandsuchmustturnawayfrom ittobefittostandbefore
God.So Jacob buried allthesethingsundertheoaktreeatShechem and what
happenednext?Theyjourneyed!Whichmeansthattheydidnotgobacktotakeall
thosethings,thatiswhythemomentwehaveremovedallthesethingsfrom us,we
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havetojourneyandnotgoback,wehavetopressforwardtobuildanaltarandleave
the things behind us totally concentrating on our destination to have
koinonia(fellowship)withGod.

OurBibleversesaysRevelation16:7AndIheardthealtarsaying,Yes,LordGodthe
Almighty,trueandjustareyourjudgments!From theverseweseethatanAltarhasa
voice!ThisisoneofthemysteriesbehindanAltar,itcanspeakconcerningus,itcantell
ofGod'swonderfulworks.Hereweseethatthereisanaltarinheavenspeakingabout
how mightytheLordGodis,sayingthatheisthetrueGodandheisjustinhis
Judgments.TheAltariscryingoutmakingknownthetruenatureofGod.Whenyou
raiseanAltaritwillspeakvolumeofyoubeforeGod.

AltarswerethenusedintheOldTestamentasmemorialsforthegoodthingsGoddid.
DuringthetimeofIsrael'srebellionandidolatrytheLord'saltarfellintodispair.Prophet
Elijah,confrontingtheprophetsofBaalonMt.Carmel,“repairedthealtaroftheLord,
which had been torn down”(1 Kings18:30).Elijah’srestoration ofthealtarwas
significant,itwasonthisrebuiltaltarthatGodraineddownfireandputtheBaal-
worshiperstoshame(verses38–39).

Jesus Christalso talked aboutAltars when He was rebuking the Pharisees for
desecrating theAltar,St.Matthew23:19Yefoolsandblind:forwhetherisgreater,the
gift,orthealtarthatsanctifieththegift?WehaverunthroughwhatAltarslooklikeinthe
scripturesandwehaveseenthatit'susuallyaplaceofencountersandaplacethat
sanctifiesthegifts/sacrifices,etc.Therefore,weknow thatwhatwesanctifymustbe
Holy.Beloved,justthesamewayitwasthenitisalsopresentthesedays,wenowhave
consecratedAltarsinourchurcheswherethegospelisbeingpreachedandbecausethe
veilcoveringtheHolyofHolieswastornfrom toptobottom atJesus'death,wenow
havedirectaccesstoGod!However,thatiswhythephysicalAltarsnolongercarryso
muchrelevancetoGodliketheSpiritualones.Manychurchbuildingshave“altars”for
prayer,communion,weddingsandothersacredpurposes.SomeChristianscreatetheir
own“altars”forpersonalworship.

ButtousastheREDEEMEDofChrist,analtarisaplaceofsacrificeandapowerpoint
todraw spiritualandsupernaturalstrength.Altarsareplacesofseparationwherewe
separateourselvestoGodandseparatefrom cursesandgenerationaltraits.This
meansthatforeverychildofGodwhoreallywantsatransformationandsupernatural
encountersinhiswalkwithGod,suchmustbereadytoplacehiswholebeingonthe
Spiritualaltarofconsecrationandseparation.Suchpersonwouldbereadytolivefor
Godandnolongerforhimself.Thethingwithmostbelieversthesedaysisthatwedo
notsurrenderouralltoGod.MostChristiansalwayskeepsomeaspectoftheirlives
awayfrom thealtarofconsecrationandseparationwhereasGodwantsustoofferallto
Him.IttakesgreatsacrificetofollowChrist.TheearlyApostlesliterallysacrificedtheir
livesonthealtarofconsecrationtothepointthattheyhadnothinglefttheycouldcall
theirs.ThiswaswhatPetersaw andhehadtovoiceout.Matthew 19:27ThenPeter
answeredHim,saying,Behold,wehaveleft[our]allandhavebecomeYourdisciples
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[sidedwithYourpartyandfollowedYou].Whatthenshallwereceive?Leavingallwasan
actofofferingSpiritualsacrificestoGod.HaveyouofferedalltoChristtoo?

Everyhumanhearthasaninvisiblealtarwherethewarbetweenthefleshandthespirit
rages.WhenwesurrenderareasofourlivestothecontroloftheHolySpirit,wearein
effectlayingthatareaonthealtarbeforeGod.Wecansymbolicallylayeveryaspectof
ourlivesonthealtarandletgo.Wedon’tneedaflat-toppedsurface;wecansurrender
ourlivestoGodonthealtarofourheartsatanytimeasasacrifice.Sincethereisno
altarwithoutsacrifice because whatmakes a platform an altaris it's abilityto
accommodateasacrifice.ApostlePaultalkedaboutlivingsacrificeinRomans12:1-2I
APPEALtoyoutherefore,brethren,andbegofyouinviewof[all]themerciesofGod,to
makeadecisivededicationofyourbodies[presentingallyourmembersandfaculties]
asalivingsacrifice,holy(devoted,consecrated)andwellpleasingtoGod,whichisyour
reasonable(rational,intelligent)serviceandspiritualworship.Donotbeconformedto
thisworld(thisage),[fashionedafterandadaptedtoitsexternal,superficialcustoms],
butbetransformed(changed)bythe[entire]renewalofyourmind[byitsnewidealsand
its new attitude],so thatyou mayprove [foryourselves]whatis the good and
acceptableandperfectwillofGod,eventhethingwhichisgoodandacceptableand
perfect[inHissightforyou].

From whatApostlePaulsaidwecouldseethatpresentingourselvesaslivingsacrifices
onthealtarofconsecrationandseparationhastodowithwesurrenderingbothour
inwardpartsandouroutwardpartstoGod,lookingat sacrificeinit'srealsense,a
sacrificeisalwaysananimalkilledliterally.Butnow theLorddoesnotwantusto
experiencephysicaldeathbeforewecanofferourselvestoHim onthealtarbecauseHe
hasalreadydone thatonourbehalf,hewantsustoliveinitsoastosharethekindof
lifewithothers.WearenowtocarrythelifeofChristaroundsothatotherscanknow
him andbysodoingwewouldbeofferinganacceptableSpiritualworshiptohim.It's
unfortunatethatmanyofusthesedaysnolongerpresentourwholetoHim thewayHe
wantsit,wetendtopresentourselvesinthewaywefeelisrightandnotthewayHe
wants.SomedonotevenbotherpresentinganythingtoHim whereasHeisaskingfor
everythingaboutyou.Thatthingthatyouvaluesomuchandcannotdowithoutneeds
tobepresentedatthealtarandleftthereifyoumustfollowHim.Youwantyourvoiceto
beheardinZion?Youwanttohaveanencounterthatwilltransform yourgeneration?
haveyoualwaysyearnedtoliveHolyandmakeittoheaven?Thenyouhavetooffer
yourselftotallyWhenyoudopeoplewillcallyouamadfellow,infacttheywillcallyou
differentnamesbutthetruthisthatyouarealivingsacrificenolongerlivingforyourself
butlivingforGod.

Let'squicklygothroughwhatApostlePaulsaidaboutofferingourselvesonthealtar.

Ifwelookcarefullyatthesetwoverses,wewouldseethetwomajorwaysGodwantsus
topresentourlivesonthealtarsothatitcanpleaseHim.Verseonetalksaboutthe
Body,whileversetwotalksabouttheMind.Sowhichwecanclassifyaswithinand
without.Wewanttobesanctified,wewanttobeinrightstandingwithGodbyplacing
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ourallonHisaltar,thenwemustofferthesetwoaspectstoGod.From theverseswe
seethatthereisawaywecanpresentourbodiesonGod'saltarthatwillirritateHim,he
requiresustomakeadecisivededicationofourbodiestohim inaholy,devoted,
consecratedandwellpleasingtoGod.Thistellsusthatitisanintentionalmatter,we
havetobeintentionalaboutit,itdoesnothappenbychanceandheisrequestingthat
wepresentourbodiestoHim.ThissimplymeansthatHevaluesourbodiesjustasHe
doestoourhearts,thisisagainstwhatmostpeoplehavebeenmadetobelievethat
Godisnotconcernedwithourbodiesbutonlyourhearts.

PraiseGod!

AbodythatmustbeplacedonGod'sSpiritualAltarmustbeHolyandacceptablebefore
Him.

Itmeans we cannotcontinue in sexualsins such as,masturbation,lesbianism,
homosexuality,fornication,adultery,incisions,drawingoftattoos,ordecoratingour
faces,fingerswithpaintsorhairswhicharenotournaturalhairs,bleaching,smoking
anddrinking,andjewelries,includingweddingrings,1Peter3:3,1Timothy2:9,andalso
byputtingonclothesmeantfortheoppositesex.Deuteronomy22:5,Zephaniah1:8,
Genesis35:1-6,Hosea2:13.Suchasmenwearingskirtsandwomenwearingtrousers,
Jeans,wearingtransparentclothes,front/backopeningclothes,evenplaitingofhairfor
menandwomen,heelsetcbecausetheydonotallow ustopresentourselvesin
acceptablewaystoGod.Allthesethingsaredefilingandabominableandtheyserveas
godstothosewhoreallywanttodothewillofGodwhichhasbeenstoppingthem from
standingrightbeforeGod.Wemustpresentourbodiesthewaywewerecreatedon
God'saltar,thisisanactofconsecrationandseparationjustasapostlePaulstated
alsoin2Corinthians7:1THEREFORE,SINCEthese[great]promisesareours,beloved,
letuscleanseourselvesfrom everythingthatcontaminatesanddefilesbodyandspirit,
andbring[our]consecrationtocompletenessinthe[reverential]fearofGod.

Let'smovetothatofthemindasIroundup.

AbodythatismeanttobeplacedonGod'saltarmustnotbeatypethatservesasan
avenueoflusttotheoppositesex,itmustnotserveasastumblingblockorcause
anotherpersontosin.

PlacingTheMindtotheAltar

VersetwotalksabouttheMind.Ifwemustpresentourselvesas livingsacrificeon
God'saltarthenwemustkeepapureheart,ourthoughtsmustnotbeconformedtothat
oftheworldanditmustberenewed.Thistalksaboutchange,wecannolongerafford
toreasonthewayweusuallyreasonbeforeweknewChrist.Christalsowantsthatheart
ontheAltarbecausethatiswherealotofdefilingthingsthat manifestsphysically
takesplace,thiswaswhyJesussaidin Matthew15:19-20Foroutoftheheartcome
evilthoughts(reasoningsanddisputingsanddesigns)suchasmurder,adultery,sexual
vice,theft,falsewitnessing,slander,andirreverentspeech.Thesearewhatmakeaman
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uncleananddefile[him];buteatingwithunwashedhandsdoesnotmakehim uncleanor
defile[him].ThemindistheCPUofthebodyhenceitmustbeguardedjealously,when
themindissickthewholebodywillbesick,thatiswhywemustalwayscheckour
heartsiftheyarepresentablebeforeGod.Aheartfilledwithlust,hatred,malice,anger,
bitternessetc.CannotbepresentedtoGodonHisaltarasasacrificeUnlesssuch
wantstolayittheresothatGodcanintervenetoremovethem from him.Wecanno
longerfollow theideasoftheworldRomans1:22Claimingtobewise,theybecame
fools[professingtobesmart,theymadesimpletonsofthemselves].Keepingahealthy
heartthatcanbeofferedasasacrificeonGod'saltarentailsyoutoalwayssetyour
mindsoneternalthings.ThescripturesaysinPhilippians4:8Fortherest,brethren,
whateveris true,whateveris worthyofreverence and is honorable and seemly,
whateverisjust,whateverispure,whateverislovelyandlovable,whateveriskindand
winsomeandgracious,ifthereisanyvirtueandexcellence,ifthereisanythingworthy
ofpraise,THINKONANDWEIGHANDTAKEACCOUNTOFTHESETHINGS[FIXYOUR
MINDSONTHEM].

Idonotknow whereyouaremissingittoplaceyourwholeonthealtarthatwould
transform yourlife,consecratingandseparatingyoufrom theworldsothatyoucan
enjoyeternityinheaven.Thisisthetimetotaketherightstep,rememberthatyoursoul
isthefirstthingyouhavetooffertoGod.HeonlyrecognisesHislegitimatechildrenand
HewantseveryonetocometoHim.Gotothealtartonightandsurrenderall,it'saplace
oftotalsurrender.YoucanalsorededicateyourlifebacktoHim ifyouhavemissedit.
Godwantstoblessgenerationsthroughyoubutthiscannothappenuntilyouofferall
onthealtartoseekhim seriouslywithallyourlife.

BecauseofourtimethisiswhereIwouldstop.Thankyousomuchforhostingmehere,
it'snotanentitlementbutaprivilege,Ipraythatwewillnotmissthekingdom ofGodat
lastinJesusname.Amen.Goodnightgreatwomenofthekingdom.

Note

ThismessagewasdeliveredatTheLionessLadiesFellowWhatsAppforum
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